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ation toward me for over three years, and to say from my heart that nothing can ever occur to me which I shall be so proud of as my connection with you, and as my ambition has always been in the past to be faithful to you, it will always be in the future to be ever grateful for your many kindnesses.
Hoping to see you on this subject within a day or two at your office in Boston, I remain, as ever,
Faithfully your friend and obedient servant,
A. F. PUFFER
From General Butler
LOWELL, MASS., March llth, 1865
Hon. BENJ. F. WADE, Chairman of the Committee on the Conduct of the War
DEAR SIR: I take leave to enclose to you a correspondence between myself and the late Rebel General Whiting, who was in command of the enemy's forces at Fort Fisher, at the time of both attacks.
Gen'l. Whiting's answers to the questions propounded may serve to throw some light upon the Committee's investigations.
It is true these answers are not made under oath, but they are given by a man on his dying bed, and under the solemnity of his approaching death, which has since almost immediately happened, and will therefore carry the force of moral truth and certainty, although not in the form of judicial evidence.
If the committee would desire to see me before them for any purpose of explanation or otherwise I will appear forthwith. I have the honor to be Very Respectfully,
Your Obdt. Servt., BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l.
Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter
LOWELL, MASS., February 22,1865 [Not in chronological order]
Major-General WHITING, Provisional Army, C.S.
SIR: I requested a short time ago Lieutenant Davenport, a young gentleman serving upon my staff, to call upon you and obtain some particulars concerning the condition of Fort Fisher and its surroundings at the time of the demonstration of the Federal forces under my command against it from the 16th to the 27th of December last. From its subsequent capture, and other new dispositions of the forces on both sides, I venture to conjecture that you would have no difficulty in furnishing me with the information I desired. I had not heard before